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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 01718 152244Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO MCT-01 SY-05 PA-01 PRS-01 USIA-06 
CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 /044W 

152247Z 047071 166 

R 151339Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0000 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
DIA WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 1718 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PFOR, SY, IZ 

SUBJECT: REPORTED IRAQI ATTEMPT TO PLACE EXPLOSIVE CHARGE AT 
MERIDIEN HOTEL 

1 . LOCAL AP STRINGER TOLD US MARCH 14 THAT SYRIAN SECURITY 

PAST WEEKEND HAD DISCOVERED MAN WITH QATARI PASSPORT WHO HAD 
CHECKED INTO LOCAL MERIDIEN HOTEL AND WAS CARRYING EXPLOSIVE 
DEVICES IN HIS LUGGAGE. AFTER INITIAL INTERROGATION, THIS 
INDIVIDUAL ALLEGEDLY CONFESSED THAT HE HAD BEEN DISPATCHED BY 
IRAQIS TO PLANT CHARGE AT THIS HOTEL. DETAINEE REPORTEDLY 
CONFESSED HE HAD INTENDED TO PLACE CHARGES IN HOTEL PRESS ROOM 
AND PERHAPS OTHER LOCATIONS. SOURCE SAID INDIVIDUAL WAS 
APPREHENDED THROUGH USE OF METAL DETECTION WARNING DEVICES 
INSTALLED IN HOTEL PRIOR TO VISIT MARCH 14 OF ITALIAN FONMIN 
FORLANI. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 01718 152244Z 

2. COMMENT: STORY MAY HAVE BEEN PLANTED TO BLACKEN 
FACE OF IRAQIS, BUT IN VIEW OF SYRO-IRAQI HOSTILITY 

IT STRIKES US AS PLAUSIBLE. 

MURPHY 
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